Year 4
Information for Parents/Carers
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   (Mrs Cocks, Mr Williams, Mrs Carton, Mrs Woodward, Miss Webberley)

Staffing

4W: Mr Williams (Mrs Woodward TA)

4C:  Mrs Cocks (Miss Webberly /Mrs Carton 1:1 support)

A guide to the classroom practices for your child this year.
Reading 
Reading folders need to be in school every day along with their reading book and yellow record book. Parents and carers should still continue to monitor reading by listening to your child read regularly and by discussing books read.  Year 4 children are able to also make their own comments and recordings in their yellow reading record. Children who are a proficient navy reader might become a free reader after a teacher assessment. Free readers don’t have to read from the school library or complete a yellow reading record. 
As well as participating in a daily whole class guided reading session, the children may, at times, be asked to read 1:1 with an adult. The frequency of these 1:1 reads will depend upon reading proficiency and individual needs. Reading progress will be monitored and assessed constantly. The system of changing home reading books has now altered. Books that have been read need to be quarantined before they can be replaced into the school library. New books need to be brought to the classroom and laid out for the children to choose. Due to time constraints, home readers can now only be changed on a Friday. If your child has completed their book then please spend time looking for words that they are unsure of the meaning. Using a dictionary, they can practise finding the words and learning the definition. They could also create their own personal tricky words dictionary. 
Home Learning

Children in Year 4 will be allocated a new home learning book.  Every half term, the home learning grid of activities will be updated and glued over the previous grid. Home-Learning will be given out on Friday and will now be handed in on a Tuesday at the latest. If a Home- Learning book is not in by Tuesday, then unfortunately we will be unable to mark the work until the following week as we need to leave the books for over 48 hours before we handle them. If your child has completed an activity that doesn’t involve any recording E.g.: helping to prepare dinner, then it would be beneficial for them to write a few sentences about this activity, to improve their sentence structure. Photos are also encouraged but not a necessity. We enjoy reading about what your child has been learning outside of the classroom. Please tick or highlight the activity on the grid as and when they are completed. 

A maths activity will be set on a Friday and posted onto the web site. A new spelling list will be updated fortnightly and also posted onto the web site. 
The children will be tested on these words the following Friday. 
Maths

Pupils will continue to be taught using the Maths No Problem scheme. Both teachers plan together, to ensure that every child within the year group accesses the same content throughout the year. We would like to stress the importance of practising times-tables with your child, as Year 4 children should know all of their times-tables (up to the 12 times-table) by the end of the year. Times table Rock Stars has been purchased to improve times tables across school. Last year’s Year 4 children were due to undertake the national tables test in May or June of this year. We haven’t as yet been informed if this is taking place next year but we need to assume that it is so that the children are prepared. 
Uniform

· All uniform items need to be clearly labelled. 
· This half term, outdoor games kit will be required to be worn on a Wednesday and a Friday, for both 4W and 4C. The children are to wear their games kit to school for both of these days. 
· Swimming lessons have begun on a Wednesday afternoon for children in 4W. Children in 4C will be informed closer to the time, as to when their swimming begins after October half term. (Please remember that earrings or watches should not be worn for swimming lessons.) 
· If children forget to wear their kit, you will receive a reminder letter home. If they are regularly forgetting to wear their kit on the designated days, then a phone call home will be made. It is important that your child is developing independence and can fully participate in all PE lessons. 
At the current time the above is not applicable as the children are coming into school in their sports kit on the designated PE days. 
· No jewellery or watches can be worn for games and PE. Ear rings must be removed by the child themselves, or not worn on that particular day. Alternatively, you can provide your child with plasters to cover their ears.
· Collar length hair must be tied back, girls and boys. 
Reward systems

High expectations are actively encouraged through our reward systems.

As previously, the children will each have a stamp book in which to collect stamps awarded to them. Certificates are received as each page is filled. 
Superstar certificates are also awarded during Celebration Worship on a Friday. 
Expectations

All staff have high expectations of standards of behaviour, presentation of work (this includes in their home learning book) and care of equipment and each other. Please support us with these areas.  At the beginning of each day, it is your child’s responsibility to have with them: a sharpened pencil, a blue biro, a red biro, a ruler, a highlighter pen, a glue stick, scissors and a selection of coloured pencils in a clear pencil case.
Healthy snacks and water
Each day, your child must bring a water bottle into school with a sports cap. This will be taken home at the end of each day to be washed. All bottles need to be clearly identified by your child. Please also provide your child with a healthy snack for playtime. (fruit, vegetables etc.).
Concerns

If you have any concerns, then please let us know as soon as these arise. Ways to contact us include: a call or email to the office. If there is a change to pick up arrangements then please email the office and they will let us know. We will endeavour to deal with any concerns as soon as we possibly can.
Educational Visits
 We greatly appreciate parental support for some of the activities which take place during Year 4, and would welcome any volunteers. If you would like to be involved please let us know, and we will keep you in mind.
Residential

At the moment, the government are not allowing any residential visits. However, if guidelines are to change, this year’s residential will take place at CHET- Crosby Hall Education Trust from the 8th – 10th February 2021. The children will be taken to CHET by coach, but we will be asking parents to collect them, to keep costs down. The approximate cost of this residential trip will be £115.
Thank you in anticipation for all your support and hard work; we look forward to a fun packed, happy and successful year.

 from all on the Year 4 Team.
